This text is presented as an educational companion for those studying and practicing prehospital aeromedical retrieval. It is a 286 page book with a clear framework designed to provide easy access to the three sections, nine appendices, case key and glossary contained within its covers. Each case study and medical intervention is illustrated with relevant images and photographs to enable the reader to visualise their plan of management.
of management in order to "get it right" and is instead, more in step with the reality of prehospital care generally. The reader is presented with a systematic approach to management which offers pros and cons of specific therapies that may be employed, as well as ongoing vital signs and other factors affecting management including resource availability, weather and options for destination hospitals, all of which add to the "reality" of prehospital patient management. Also, whilst the authors are both physicians, the text is very much aligned to the intensive care level of paramedic practice, and so should find a wide audience in this field.
I was unable to clearly identify a negative aspect of this text, as it is written with applicability to medicine and prehospital care with the Australian and UK theatres at the forefront. As each country's operations present parallels and similarities, and as it is free of the sometimes complicated relationships and specificities that exist within the US systems, I would highly recommend this to anyone working within the aeromedical or intensive care prehospital emergency care field either the UK or Australia as a valuable reference or review text. For those students not yet practicing, or those just starting out in the field, this may prove a bit challenging, but still ultimately useful for developing a holistic approach to patient, resource and scene management.
